232                      THE GOLDEN LOTUS

I have an engagement at a birthday party on that day. But
I shall be free to-morrow, if that will do. Will anybody else
be there?"

"Only Li III and myself," Po-chueh said, "and four singing-
girls who will play selections from the 'Story of the Western
Pavilion'."

Hsi-men Ch'ing gave orders that Huang TV's messenger
should be entertained, and then dismissed him. It was settled
that the party should be held the following day.

"Huang IV sent out some presents to-day, I believe,"
Po-chueh said.

"Yes," Hsi-men Ch'ing said. "I didn't want to take any-
thing, but he pressed me so hard that, in the end, I accepted a
pig and some wine. I sent them with two rolls of white silk,
two rolls of cloth made at the Eastern Capital, and fifty taels
of silver to his Excellency Ch'ien."

"Brother," Po-chueh said, "you wouldn't take their money
in the first instance, and now you have given these four rolls
of material to Ch'ien. It will cost you at least thirty taels, all
out of your own pocket. You treat them far too generously*
Besides, you saved the lives of both father and son."

At sunset Ying Po-chueh went away, Hsi-mSn Ch'ing asked
him to come again the next day.

The nuns did not finish their service until the first night-
watch. Then they burned paper treasure chests and went away.
Early next morning, Nun Wang, who had found out about the
service which had been held the day before, came to complain.
Hstiehj she said, had taken everything for herself, and she
wanted her fee. The Moon Lady was surprised. "Why didn't
you come yesterday?" she said. "I understood from Nun
Hsiieh that you had gone to a birthday party at Wang's
place."

"That old whore Hstieh played a dirty trick on me," Nun
Wang said. "She told me that the service was put off until
to-day. Surely she hasn't taken all the money and not left me
a penny?"

"I'm afraid you are too late," the Moon Lady said. "She
had the money before the service, so that is all over and done
with. But perhaps I can find a roll of cloth for you." She told
Tiny Jade to give the nun a meal and to get the cloth for her.